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-ÉÓÓÉÎÇ Ȱ!ÌÁÂÁÍÁ 4ÏÔÅ "ÁÇȱ 
 An Alabama Tote Bag containing a red billfold was placed on the table in the foyer of the Family Life 
Center as a gift for a Secret Prayer Partner.  If you know the whereabouts of this item, please return it 
to the table or contact Dale Gilmore. 

NEWSLETTER FORMAT.  I hope everyone is enjoying 

ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÆÏÒÍÁÔ ÏÆ Ȱ'ÒÅÁÔÅÒ 4ÈÉÎÇÓȢȱ  ) ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÁÎË "ÁÒÔ 4ÈÁÕ 

for his  immense help in  getting it together.   I would like to ex-

plain that for future articles you should keep in mind that the  

newsletter will not be mailed out for a week after the  deadline .  

The next newsletter deadline will be March 15 with the mailing 

date of March 23.     Thanks, Jean Baswell 

From the Editor... 

February 23, 2010 

Greater Things 
Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church 
4809 Bell Hill Road, Bessemer, AL  35022 

www.pleasanthillumc.us 

March  

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Church Council        

March 11, 7:00 in 

FLC 

Daylight Saving 

Time   Begins 

T here are lots of times in 

our lives that we want to 

just give up.  Life is hard.  Sometimes 

it seems too hard.  In Lent, the idea 

ÏÆ ȰÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÕÐȱ ÇÅÔÓ ÔÕÒÎÅÄ ÏÎ ÉÔÓ 

ÈÅÁÄȢ  )ÔȭÓ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ ×ÈÅÎ 

you talk about the kingdom of God.   

There is an age old tradition of giving 

up something during lent so that 

when we crave what we gave up, we 

will think of God and His sacrifice of 

(ÉÓ ÓÏÎȢ  7ÅȭÖÅ ÔÒÉÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÎË ÁÂÏÕÔ 

what to give up this year.  Monica 

has been planning this one for a 

×ÈÉÌÅȢ  3ÈÅȭÓ ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÕÐ ÅÁÔÉÎÇ ÏÕÔȢ  

!ÌÁÎȭÓ ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÕÐ ÈÉÓ ÂÌÁÃËÂÅÒÒÙ ÄÕÒȤ

ing meals (so he can focus on one 

thing at a time).  Bart is thinking 

about giving up ice cream, but he 

ÉÓÎȭÔ ÒÅÁÌ ÓÕÒÅ ÈÏ× ÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÇÏȢ   

)Î ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙ ÔÈÅ ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÕÐ ÓÈÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÊÕÓÔ 

be about things we could otherwise 

ÄÏ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔȢ  /ÕÒ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ȰÇÉÖÉÎÇ 

ÕÐȱ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÕÐ ÏÕÒ 

Ï×Î ×ÉÌÌÓ ÔÏ ÁÌÌÏ× #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÔÏ ÂÅ 

done in our lives.  If Easter is about 

resurrection, the Lent should be 

ÁÂÏÕÔ ÄÅÁÔÈȣÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÏÆ ÓÅÌÆȢ  

Only through the death of self, can 

Christ live within us.  We cannot 

serve two masters.  Our own strong-

willed self is a tough master to walk 

away from.   Because we can have 

only one master, we pray that this 

Lenten season will bring you to 

ÍÅÄÉÔÁÔÅ ÏÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÆÏÒ ÁÓ 

0ÁÕÌ ÓÁÙÓȣ Ȱ×Å ×ÅÒÅ ÂÕÒÉÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ 

him through baptism into death in 

order that, just as Christ was raised 

ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÄȣ×Å ÔÏÏ ÍÁÙ ÌÉÖÅ Á 

ÎÅ× ÌÉÆÅȢȱ 

In Peace, Love, Death,  

and Resurrection, 

 

Monica, Alan, and Bart 

Giving Up - A Team Effort 
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EASTER 

LILIES  
will again be used 

in the sanctuary 

on Easter 

Morning.  

Watch for more 

information on the 

deadline for ordering and 

the price of the lilies. 

Greater Things 

CHURCH PICTORIAL DIRECTORY  

It's time for an updated Church Directory.  Sign up today to have your 

picture taken while there is still a  good selection of appointments, 

either at church or online with Pleasant Hill's web page at 

www.pleasanthillumc.us , password 205.428.4056.  Photography 

dates are March 25, 26, 27 and 31.   Each household that comes 

for photography and portrait viewing will receive a complimentary 

directory and 8x10 Custom Color Portrait.  Additional portrait options will be 

available for purchase.  Please Participate. - It Won't be Complete Without 

You!  Information:  Call Margaret Lloyd 424 -2346  

)  ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÁÎË ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÈÅÌÐÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÕÒ Ȱ%ÖÅÎÉÎÇ 5ÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÒÓȱ ÄÉÎÎÅÒȾ

dance.  The servers (Mission Team and Hispanic Ministries) did an outstanding 

job.  The choir members helped with the preparation of foodɂand of course our 

fabulous cook, Laura Jean McGhee. 

  The Joe Giattina Orchestra filled the air with great dance music under the direc-

ÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ "ÉÌÌ *ÅÆÆÒÉÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ȰÓÔÁÒ ÂÁÓÓÉÓÔȱ ȟ !ÌÁÎ "ÒÏÏËÓȢ 

  Thank you, Pleasant Hill, for supporting the Music Ministry with your donations 

and especially your presence at this fun-filled evening. 

The new window display in the Media 

Library is to  honor the music program 

at Pleasant Hill.  Thank you choir, praise 

team & leader, musicians, and especially our Music 

Director, Alan Brooks for all the time and hard work.  God 

uses you to bless us!  The art pieces in the display were 

created by Corrie Sims. 

  4ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ Υ ÎÅ× $6$ȭÓ ÏÆ 0ÁÕÌ 9ÏÕÎÇȟ  !ÕÔÈÏÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 

ÆÉÃÔÉÏÎÁÌ ×ÏÒËȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ 3ÈÁÃËȱȟ ÓÐÅÁËÉÎÇ !ÕÇÕÓÔ ΣΫȟ ΤΡΡΫȟ ÁÔ 

Mountaintop Community Church in Birmingham, ready for 

circulation. 
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Boy Scout Troop 84ɂHike in the Clouds 

January 23, 2010  

Boy Scout Troop 84 of Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church re-
cently hiked a 10 mile section of the Pinhoti Trail at Cheaha Moun-
tain. The Pinhoti Trail now extends over 130 miles within Alabama 
from below Bulls Gap on Highway 184 just east of Sylacauga to 
Flagpole Mountain before crossing into Georgia near Cave 
Springs. The trail then continues across North Georgia and con-
nects with the Appalachian Trail. 

4ÈÅ 4ÒÏÏÐ ÈÁÓ ÓÅÔ Á ÇÏÁÌ ÔÏ ÈÉËÅ ÔÈÅ 0ÉÎÈÏÔÉ 4ÒÁÉÌȭÓ ÅÎÔÉÒÅ ÌÅÎÇÔÈ 
within Alabama starting from the south. Members of Troop 84 have backpacked sections previous to this hike 
but this 10 mile day hike was special because it included family members including some of the moms. The 
usual fantastic views of the surrounding countryside were traded for hiking along under a deep veil of mist; a 
brisk veil that hides the expanse but reveals twisted shapes, muffles sound, and brings the forest even closer 
with the dark green of short leaf pine, holy trees, and mountain laurel, bright lush mosses and colorful lichens 
among the rocks and stark bare hardwoods. We met other hikers during a short rest stop at the Blue Moun-
tain shelter, one of several along the length of the Pinhoti. We turned west along the old Cheaha Road, part of 
the original entrance to Cheaha State Park. This road was constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps dur-
ÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ΣΫΥΡȭÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÎÏ× ÃÌÏÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÒÁÆÆÉÃ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ ÓÔÏÎÅ ×ÏÒË ÏÆ ÂÒÉÄÇÅÓȟ ÒÅÔÁÉÎȤ
ing walls, drains, etc. 

"ÏÙ 3ÃÏÕÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÒÁÉÎÅÄ ÔÏ ȰÌÅÁÖÅ ÎÏ ÔÒÁÃÅȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ 
maintain trails like the Pinhoti. The older scouts in the Vi-
king patrol are training for a 12 day back country trip at the 
Philmont Scout Ranch near Cimarron, New Mexico this 
summer. 

Troop 84 is a part of the Cherokee District in the Greater 
Alabama Council of the Boy Scouts of America and is spon-
sored by Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church. Boy 
Scouts is for boys 11 to 18 years of age. Our Troop meets 
every Tuesday night at 7pm.  

Tom Adams 

Assistant Scoutmaster 

BSA Troop 84  Cherokee District  Greater Alabama Council 

Just a reminder 

  )ÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÔÏ ÌÁÔÅ 

to become a 

member of the 

Chancel Choir.  If you love to sing, come 

join us on Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m. in 

the Choir Room, located right behind the 

sanctuary.  For more information contact 

Alan Brooks at 410-4224 

                                   Food Pantry 

Boxes of food are being 

 Given out twice a month 

from our food pantry.  Please help us keep it 

stocked! Put can goods, etc. in grocery cart in 

Family Life Center 

http://www.pleasanthillumc.us

